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The Theme of theGathering

The direction regarding the content and the name of @aghering

" was developed with the assistance of Elders from the far north

~ (NAN territoryXhrough the guidance d¥ir. Joshua Hudsoof

. Sachigo Lakévho has since passed on). After speaking with some
Elders in the norththeir explanation for this activity would be that

- traditionally storytelling/legends were passed down orally from
generation to generation. These legends are not found in

textbooks. That is part of the culture. Sometimes thesenidgjare
prophetic, meaning that they contain a prophecy and the legend

2 will come to pass. Sometimes, they are a warnimganing Elders

are saying you really need to hang onto your culture/language.
Sometimes they are warnings of times to come. Theggnds also

talk about present life. These past experiences shed light on the present and the future. There are legends that
give direction during our passages of lifpuidelines for survivalthey are ongoing (alive). The Elders are hoping
that future generations will carry on the legends in their own way
through their voices and storytelling with future generations. We he
those voices from the past to guide us through tomorrow, therefore
name of theGatheringshould be:

"VOICES FROM THE PASOR TOMORROW
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Participating Elders

(in alphabetical order)

Absolum Mamakwa, Elder, KingfishLake First Nation
Al RoussinSenator Métis Nation of Ontario

Arlene Bary, Elder, Garden River First Nation
Brenda Powley$enator Métis Nation of Ontario
Cecilia Whitefield, Elder, Big Island First Nation
Clarence White, Elder, Whitefish Bay First Nation
Eleanor Pine, Elder, Sagamok First Nation

Eugene Contanenata, Métis Nation of Ontario
Freddie Kakegamic, Elder, Keewaywin First Nation
Gilbert Smith, Elder, Naicatchewenin First Nation
Jim Windigo, EldeNigigoonsiminikaaningirst Nation

Agnes Kabatay, Elder, Couchiching First Nation
Andrew Johnson, Elder, Seine River First Nation

Bob McKay, Senatad¥v)étis Nation of Ontario

Caroline Ojeebah, Elder, Brunswick House First Nation
Charlie Bigheadlder, Wunnumin Lake First Nation
Daniel Magiskan, Elder, Aroland First Nation

Elsie Bissaillion, Elder, Serpent River First Nation

Frank Ozawagosh, Elder and Healer, Whitefish Lake First Nation

Gilbert LeGarde, Elder, Long Lake #58 First Nation
Helaire Dufoe, Elder, Sudbury
Joan Hendrick, Elder, Moose Deer Point First Nation

John Lathlin, Elder and Healer, Shoal Lake #39 First Nation Josephine Wood, Elder, Couchiching First Nation

Josias Fiddler, Elder and Healer, Sandy Lake First Nation

Juliette Blackhawk, Elder, Lac Seul First Nation
Leroy Dolson, Elder, Muns&elawareFirst Nation
Martin Assinewe, Elder, Sagamok Anishnawbek
Mrs. Leroy Dolson, Elder, MunsBelawareFirst Nation
Patricia Nadeau, Elder, Lac Seul First Nation

Ron Mandamin, Faith Keeper, Shoal Lake #39

Sara Yellowhead, Elder, Summer Beaver FasoN

Kitty Everson, Elder, Lac Seul First Nation
Maggie Magiskan, Elder, Aroland First Nation
May Jamieson, Elder, Big Island First Nation
Norma Fawcett, Elder, Lake Hel€inst Nation
Reta Gordon, Senator, Métis Nation of Ontario
Roseanne Morrison, ElddéBjg Island First Nation
Ursula Summers, Elder, Winnipeg

- Participating Elderwww.greywolfteachinglodge.ca

Julie Ozawagosh, Elder and Healer, Whitefish Lake First Nation
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Participating Youth

Here re three of the Yuth that volunteered their time,
Jonathan Coons, Cynthia Coons and Mid&hbasse.

the very first time. Theydid not have extra clothing with them and so went in the sweg*
lodge with their jeans on and then spent the rest of the day with theselaites on.
But they did not seem to mind, they were so grateful for the opporttmiparticipate in

a sweat lodge

This 201G5atheringprovided an opportunity for Elders and Youth to share and learn
about the residential school traumas in additimother issues affecting Indigenous
peoples. By sharing and discussing the hurts, this promoted healing and establisheq
mechanisms to move forward. The recommendations provided at this @ail@ering
will guide futureGathering and the education and tneach happening in Ontario
through Grey Wolf and partnering organizations.

The youth told us exactly what they need: teachings, their cultuheir Spirituality,
their dignity, their language and most of all they need HOPE for the future!

There were many youth that attended fromd @ t I G NA 01 Qa | A3IK { OK22f
High SchooKE:..Q. Jenning&aNaChiHih Specialized Solvent Abuse Treatm€eintreas well

as Early Childhood Education students froshkiPimacheO-Win who performed a puppet

show for us on the Friday following the Fall Ceremanies

The youth were sdanspiredby the presence of SO MANY traditional Elders; it brought tears to
their eyes wien they were speaking. They hdween experiencing discrimination and racism
at their school and within their community and had been searching for so long for Elders to
provide them with the guidance that they needed. They indicated that the Elders that they
have in their communities dinot have healing in their lives and therefore did not have the
knowledge or capacity to be able to pass along the teachings that they require. They stated
that with this Gatheringand the presence of so many traditional Elders, they felt thaytnow
had hope. It should be noted that@me of theyoung womerpatrticipated in sweat lodges for

Here areAlice Sabourin and Ella Gagnon working with
some of the Youth on art projects.

Participaing Youth| www.greywolfteachinglodge.ca
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Waabi-ma'iingan (Grey Wolf) Traditional TeachinglLodge

¢ KS W[ ehastv@lovihgroup of individuals working for the Creator to bring lessages to all
the people seeking Spiritual guidance and looking to share cultural teachings. Th2r8ris that

guide our LodgeWaabima'iingan(Grey Wol) is the Spirit who governs and protects the Life Teachings
left to the earth beings. Ewgsociety and nation has an inheremght to these teachings; teachings of
universal knowledge angnconditional lovea way to living a healthy balanced lifestyt®@zhaawashko
giizhig(Clear Blue SRyis the Spirit who governs the sky and its beirggss She that sends a message
through Waabima'iingan to guide the people to live life in beauty. She is the onecah® ugo the

Lodge.

The Lodge began on October 11, 2005 and was incorporated on September 15, 2006 -psddih@re

are not yet registered as a charity). Currently the Board of Directors is made up of individuals both

Aboriginal and norAboriginaI and we always Welcomevm80ard members! We also have a

: DN} YRY2GKSNRQ / 2dzyOAf GKIG LINPPARSE 3IdzARFYyOS G2 @K
providing a safe and Welcomlng environment for every one of every ethnic background and all agesioht&tatemenof the Lodge is:

G2 AGK GKS KSfLI 2F GKS /NBFGI2NE ¢S gAff ONRyYy3I Fff F2daNdiliyl GA2ya (23
and truth. With an army of helpers, we will achieve these teachings thro@stherings sharing knowledd S 'y R ONBF GAy 3 | g NBYy

The Lodgehatl LJ NIy SNB KAL) ¢AGK t! wh / Sy i NBSchampidihe AbofignAlCaltural Centtehitiided S G 2 LINJ
forward. This partnership was funded through the Cultural Strategic Investment Fund of the Ministry of Culture and supbbded per

week for 52 weeks which ran from April 1, 2010 to March 31, 201 & slort period of time between April to December 2010, we were able to

touch the lives of 1,662 adults and 651 youth for a total of 2,313 people from all walks of life!

The Lodge also supports a variety of other activities: working with incarcerated youbtliimn open detention setting as well as a secure
setting); high school students; two neighbourhood programs; we host a Sharing Circle every second Thursday; we workwéiht tedges in
our area; we hostwo ceremonies each year to honour the charngpf the seasonpring and fall)we host an Elders and YouBathering
before the Fall Ceremony; we bring in Traditional teachers and healers for individuals to accaggpuorethelocal Intenders Groups; we
support the Thunder Bay National Aborigiibay Committee; and we work with local professionals to promote healing and wellbeing.

We welcomeyour participation!

- Waabima'iingan (Grey Wolf) Traditional Teaching Lodpsww.greywolfteachinglodge.ca
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sMetis A o |
Nationof Message from Gary Lipinski, President of the Métis Nation of Ontario

Ontario

Remembering and storytelling are very important to Métis people, so, it was with gratitude and humility that | acceptadt#tion to bring
greetings during the first day of the Elders and Youth Gathering in September 2010. Keeping alive oundtst@ytalling traditions is a
purpose that all Aboriginal peoples can unite behind.

Bringing together elders and youth to insure the continuity of our oral histories was an inspired idea and | congratWaabie | QA Zagd3 I v
Ozhaawashkaiizhig Traditional Teaching Lodges for taking this initiative. | wish to thank all the elders who participated for sharing their
wisdom, and in particular, | want to acknowledge the courage of the residential school survivors. | am proud of the NoétisfNatario

(MNO) elders, Senator Al Roussin, Senator Brenda Powley, Senator Eugene Contant, Senator Bob McKay and Senator Ré@ tGakdon, w
part in this Gathering.

¢KS DIGKSNAY3I GKSYSs a+2A0Sa 2F (KS tMéts ieEaust 2000 wh2the 2 daNG? thedMiétis AvlichS a LIS O )
commemorated the 128 anniversary of the Northwest Resistance. Due to the Northwest Resistance, Métis people in Ontario were driven
underground and our storytelling traditions were what kept our cultalige during that dark period. Today, the MNO encourages our elders to

tell our stories to our youth, for this is one of the best ways we have to build a strong Métis nation.

It was very encouraging to see young people so actively participating in ther@at It fills me
with hope for the future to see young people embrace their cultures so strongly. It was in
fostering that spirit that | believe that the Elders and Youth Gathering was most successful.

Gary Lipinski
President
Métis Nation of Ontario

n Message from Gary Lipinski, President of the Métis Nation of @nfarww.greywolfteachinglodge.ca
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I would like to extend my greetings to all of the participants and volunteers of the 2010 Elders
and Youth Gathering and congratulate you on the hard work and the intenSpird of the
first Gathering.

| apologize that | was not able to attend in person however | know that you had great
representation from the Nishnawbe Aski Nation through the much respected Elders from our
+J traditional homelands that did attend.

| have reviewed the report of this Gathering and am much impressed with the quality of care
that our Elders received and the youth that were touched by this event. This Spiritual and
Cultural work with the Elders and the youth is crucial to the wellbeing of oalsland you
should be very proud of your accomplishments.

| wish you great success in your planning for the 2011 Gathering and | look forward to participating in person on Septe2ibmn®22, 2011.

T9Y L 3 B
,,.._’—f-f' N

Miigwech

Les Louttit
Deputy Grand Chief
Nishnawbe Aski Nation

Message from Les Louttit, Deputy Grand Chief of Nishnawbe Aski Natiomw.greywolfteachinglodge.ca
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Overview of the Elders and YouthGathering

The Elders of the Grey Wolf Teaching Lodge shared a dream with the pe@pibvaeds of the Pic River First Nation back on September 20, 2006.
The dream was to have an Elders and Yd@githering Due to the generosity of sponsdmease refer to Acknowledgments page for the
complete listingthe dream has been finally realized.

On Sunday, September 19, 2010, we started building the teaching aittygéhe help and guidance from theaith KeepeRon Mandamin of
Shoal Laké&39First Nation It was in such a beautifgettingat Chippewa Park in Thunder Bay with Lake Superior providing the background
serenity throughout the Gatheringurrounded by evergreensthe Gatheringwas facinghe Sleeping Giant with Mount McKay (another sacred
mountain) in view. Chippewa Park boasts a pavilion where we house the information booths and provided a comfortable entv/foorihe
feasts for all of the participant3.he dimensionsf the physicastructureof the teaching lodgavere approximately 60 feet long by 20 feet wide
and aboutl0feet high! It was definitely the biggest teaching lodge that we had ever built! ITWERSAMAZINGAND VERY BEAUTIFUL
While we were standing there on Sundagdmiring our work, we were blessed with a golden eagle giving us the thumb#/egtnew in our
heartsand Spiristhat it was going to be an amazing Gathering

Then on Monday, September 20, 2010, the Elders started to ancheding the guiding

Elders Norma Fawcett from Red Rock First Nation and Frank and Julie Ozawagosh from
Whitefish Lake First NationThe Eldersame from as far away as Winnipeg to the west of us,
Toronto to the south of us, Ottawa to the east of us and Wunnumin Lake to the north of us.
Wedid our best to greet the Elders arriving at the airport and the rest that were driving in
found their wayto the Prince ArthuWaterfront Hoteland Suites Also on Monday, the sweat
lodge was built by the Elder Josias Fiddler from Sandy Lake First Nation with the help of his
family and ouffire keeperLeo Ishabid.

| In the mornings the travelling Elders wereated to a hot breakfast at thBrince Arthur
Waterfront Hotel and Suiteand then taken by Caribou Coach to the site at Chippewa Park in

Thunder Bay Ontario. THennis Franklin Cromarty High Schstoldents arrived by school

bus on all three daysin addition, we had students from E.Q. Jennings and Stckata | A 3 K

School on the Thursdas well as Early Childho&aiucationstudents fromOshkiPimacheO-Win who performed a puppet show for us on the

Friday following the Fall Ceremonies

hy ¢dzSaRlIéx {SLWSYOSNI HMZI HamnI GKS GSIFOKAYy3 f2R3IS 4| BhedghtFandA | £ € &
smells within the teaching lodge were very welcoming and soothing and certainly provided a safe environmensfaring that was to

Overview of the Elders and Youth Gatherjwvgwvw.greywolfteachinglodge.ca
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happen over the next 3 days. Dignitaries were invitegrtavide greetings and welcomes to the Elders and yautth individuals attending the
Gatheringfrom a crosssection of cultures including Nishnawbe Aski Nation, Treatyh#3Anishinabek Nation, the Métis Nation of Ontario as
well as our norAboriginal brothers and sisters. The dignitaries included Chief Peter Collins of Fort William First Nation; Grandi€lhief Patr
Madahbee of theAnishnabek Nation; Gary LipinsKresident of the Métis Natioaf Ontarioand City of Thunder Bay Councillor Rebecca
Johnson.

Following a traditional opening ceremony, the microphone was open to the Elders to share their culture, their teachimgsr dmstary from

their regionson the Tuesday and Wednesdalyach story was touching and thoughtful and it was quite evident by Thursday how close everyone
had becane, the understandings that had been realizad how necessary suchGatheringwas. Everyone learned to appreciate and

understand the cultures and teachings from the different territories and respected the beliefs of their brothers and sisters.

We had sweat lodge ceremonies each day conducted by: John Lathlin, an Elder from Winnipeg; Frank and Julie Ozawagasfisiobakéh
and, Josias Fiddler from Sandy Lakéso on the Wednesday evening Juliette Blackhawk from Lac Seul conducteMadru@Ceremony.During
the Fall Ceremonies the final sweat was conducted by Ron Mandamin of Shoal Lake.

Then on the final day of th@athering the youth took control of the microphone. This session ofGlagheringmade all the work worthwhile.
The yauth talked about how much they valued being in the presence of so many gifted Elders. They talked about the issuefathes)/ \aith
everyday such as: racism, discrimination, the lack of support they receive from their schools, the lack of suppecetheyrom their
leadership, and how when they do approach Elders in their communities for guidance, these Elders have suffered so muichthrainthaes,
they do not have anything to offer the youth. They told us exactly what they need: teacthiagsulture, their Spirituality, their dignity, their
language and most of all they need HOPE for the future!

We thought we had worketlard before preparing for thi€athering not realizing that NOW the real work begins. We need to assist the youth
as much as we can.

During the closingeremonies on Thursday, September 23, 2010 and following closing remarks, everyone danced out of the western doorway. It
was an amazing sight to see! Then there were hugs down the complete line of participansivatwere blessed with the flgy from a bald

eagle that flew directly over the teaching lodge as people were departing! We had been doubly blessed!

Due to the huge success and all the positive feedback that we have recdigdddge is planning to haveGatheringike this again next year

and if you are interested in organizing or participating, please let us kittm.dates for the 201Gatheringare September 20, 21 and 22, 2011
(pendingreceipt offunding).

Being the fist Gathering it took quite some time and effort to organize and coordinate. The biggest challenge was to obtain the names of the
Elders from each of the Treaty Nations, i.e. Anishinabek Nation, Nishnawbe Aski Nation and Grand Council Treaty #3 |Bleadéss of

Overview of the Elders and Youth Gatherjvgwvw.greywolfteachinglodge.ca
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of Canada, First Nations, Inuit and Aboriginal Health. This has caused a huge delay inlbéingay all the bills for th&atheringi.e. Prince

Arthur Waterfront Hotel & Suites, Superior Tipi Catering and Wasaya Airways LP. We have only been able to make pantisitpalyese

businesses. However, once this report is submitted, it icgoatied that the Anglican Church will provide their final 25% of funding in the

amount of $3,750 and the volunteers will continue providing the documentation required for reimbursemenGoeernment of Canada, First

Nations, Inuit and Aboriginal Health.

We had 150 people attending on each of the 3 days of the Z&dt@eringfor a total of 450 people 50 people each day were residential school
survivors including nation leaders, 75 people were intergenerational survivors and 25 were the generainfoistiation booth participants

and media. This ensured an excellent opportunity for honest and open dialogue providing awareness and education fdettialreshool
experience. The information booths and informal setting provided a further oppayttmipromote available programs and services for
residential school survivors and their families.

We were very fortunate to have Wawatay Native Communications broadca&dkieeringto a potential 300,000 listeners across Northern
Ontario! These includd the recording of these broadcasts which we used to transcribe the presentations and are anticipating uploading onto
the Grey Wolf website as technology becomes availablefortunately the weather did not cooperate with us on the third day and we were
unable to record the messages from the youth however my daughter Cynthia Coons did her best to capture the main poihthi¢nnooig

taking and transcribingln addition to Wawatay, the radio station at Lakehead University and CBC Radio assisteummting theGathering
Miigwech!

Overview of the Elders and Youth Gatherjwvgwvw.greywolfteachinglodge.ca





















































































































































































































